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Clever infographics to convey the message
Interactive tools to encourage exploration

Key design principles
Too much of a good thing

3D charts are absolutely terrible
Axis matter: truncation/compression

The image doesn’t match the headline

The ‘mystery’ of the double surplus

Some ingredients of a good DataViz

Need some help picking the right chart? 

Correlation doesn’t equal causation 

The importance of conveying uncertainty
Key takeaways and some points to check

Beware of inversion: changing recording
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1. Keep It Simple.   

Five key vexillological principles: 
Good flag, bad flag 

Source: https://nava.org/good-flag-bad-flag

2. Use Meaningful 
Symbolism.  

4. No Lettering or Seals.   5. Be Distinctive or Be Related.  

3. Use two or three 
Basic Colors. 
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Too much of a good thing 

Source 1 (left): https://www.datarevelations.com/how-many-lines-are-too-many-lines/
Source 2 (right): https://www.practicalreporting.com/blog/2024/7/25/how-many-slices-can-you-put-in-a-pie-chart
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Sometimes less is more 

Source 1 (left): https://www.datarevelations.com/how-many-lines-are-too-many-lines/
Source 2 (right): https://www.practicalreporting.com/blog/2024/7/25/how-many-slices-can-you-put-in-a-pie-chart

Caramel Swirls, 6.5%
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3D charts: BAD! 

Source: https://www.gooddata.com/blog/bad-data-visualization-examples-that-you-can-learn-from/
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Axes matter: truncation tricks 
From Royale Riches to Slight Solace: 
Bond’s Box Office Takings Falls Slightly 
between 2006 and 2008

World Box Office in millions of US Dollars

Source: https://www.gooddata.com/blog/bad-data-visualization-examples-that-you-can-learn-from/
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Axes matter: truncation tricks 

Source: https://www.polymersearch.com/blog/10-good-and-bad-examples-of-data-visualization

A Fractional Climb: Interest Rates 
Tiptoe Upwards

Interest Rates, %
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Axes matter: cunning compression 

Source: https://mcorrell.medium.com/an-inconvenient-graph-addc218579e9
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Axes matter: cunning compression 

Source: https://science.nasa.gov/earth/earth-observatory/world-of-change/global-temperatures/
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Cherry picking the X-axis: “The Staircase of 
Denial” 

Source: https://mcorrell.medium.com/an-inconvenient-graph-addc218579e9



Restricted Use - À usage restreint

Unintuitive inversion 

Source : https://www.livescience.com/45083-misleading-gun-death-chart.html
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What’s wrong with this picture? 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The ‘mystery’ of the double surplus 

Source: OECD International Trade in Services statistics 

https://data-explorer.oecd.org/vis?tm=international%20trade%20in%20services&pg=0&snb=308&df%5bds%5d=dsDisseminateFinalDMZ&df%5bid%5d=DSD_BOP%40DF_TIS&df%5bag%5d=OECD.SDD.TPS&df%5bvs%5d=1.0&dq=AUS..S.B..A.USD_EXC.&pd=2009%2C&to%5bTIME_PERIOD%5d=false
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Spurious correlations NE causation 

Source 1 (left): https://amplitude.com/blog/causation-correlation
Source 2 (right): https://www.statology.org/spurious-correlation-examples/ 
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Some ingredients of a good DataViz 
It knows what it wants to 

convey, and does so concisely

The axes are clear, and the text 
sized for accessibility

The measure, period, and legend 
are all clearly stated

A highlight is used to draw focus 
to the reference aggregate

Use of clear branding and sourcing

Source: Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD)
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Source: International Energy Agency. 

Some ingredients of a good DataViz 

It knows what it wants to 
convey, and does so concisely

The centre of the chart presents 
the country/regional sources of 

energy demand

The enlarged energy sources 
scale paints the growth between 

2000 and 2024 starkly

Use of clear branding
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Some ingredients of a good DataViz 

Source: Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD)
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SDGs: Clear message 

Source: https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2025/The-Sustainable-Development-Goals-Report-2025.pdf
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Clever infographics  



Restricted Use - À usage restreint

Interactive tools facilitate exploration 
Revealed 
Comparative 
Advantage (RCA) 
radar plot 

Plot presents a full picture of a 
country’s RCA in producing and 
exporting a full range of products 
for a specific year.  

Products level information 
presented at SITC revision 3 (3-digit 
level). 

Source: https://unctadstat.unctad.org/EN/RcaRadar.html
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Interactive maps can help contextualise 

Source: https://dgff2021.unctad.org/sids-country-profiles/
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Meteo Suisse: Uncertainty in Zurich  

Source: https://www.meteosuisse.admin.ch/
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Why uncertainty matters 

Source: https://www.who.int/data/triple-billion-dashboard
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Careful comms approaching a target 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• Be clear about what you want to communicate 
• Keep it simple! 
• Label axes, use legends, title, sources 
• Select appropriate chart for purpose 
• Avoid 3D charts 
• Make it beautiful 
• 10 second rule! 
 

Key takeaways 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Need some help? 

Source: https://ft-interactive.github.io/visual-vocabulary/
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